CHAPTER  V
GOD AND NATURE

i. DETERMINISM

WHILE that " Nature" which we oppose to spirit,
and which we fight against in ourselves, is in some
sense a principle of evil, it is also, when opposed,
overcome and pressed into the service of spirit, a
necessary condition and instrument of good. If our
struggle is against the domination of uniformity, law,
habit, mechanism, it is only because such laws and
habits, once perhaps useful, have become mischievous
through changing exigencies and the demands of a
fuller and higher life; because the virtues of child-
hood may be vices in manhood ; or because these
laws cross and interfere' with one another and need
an adjustment of their claims. But the whole aim of
our struggle is the constitution of a higher and better
system of laws; not the destruction, but the recon-
struction, of the habit-mechanism. The very inertia
and blind persistence, which we have to overcome, is
necessary to the perpetuity and stability of the fruits
of victory. That old self, which has to be moulded
into the new, though blind and deaf has been shaped
by life and intelligence and bears their traces, as a
mindless mechanism bears the traces of the mind
that devised it. So, too, in the physical world, the
principle of Death is also a condition of Life. The